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 Stage 5: Technology Evolution: The Cyberspace Revolution 

 

 
The Learning and Leadership Directorate have been working with a number of schools on a programming project. The 
purpose of the project has been to explore the principles of curriculum planning and programming and to support teachers 
in the introduction of the new Board of Studies NSW K-10 History Syllabus.  
 
The programs are NOT lesson plans but they provide a number of tasks based on syllabus content. 
 

Developing a scope and sequence – the school and learning context 
Ambarvale High School is located in a community in south-western Sydney. It has a school population of approximately 
830 students. Thirty-six nationalities are represented at this comprehensive co-educational secondary high school. 
Students who identify as Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander (ATSI) represent over 7% of the student population and 
25% of students are from a language background other than English (LBOTE). There is a large Support Unit at Ambarvale 
High School for students with intellectual disabilities. 
 
Approximately two-thirds of teaching staff are classified as ‘new scheme’ and a significant number are on temporary 
contracts. The school is a ‘hard to staff’ school and the Teacher Relief Scheme system is used as relief support. The staff 
are willing to support extra opportunities for students at the school. 
 
When planning curriculum and syllabus implementation at Ambarvale High School, it is essential for staff to engage with 
ideas around differentiation. A strong focus on welfare and Individual Learning Plans within the school is a way of 
encouraging attendance and engagement. 
 
Elective History is not taught at Ambarvale High as students tend to select practical subjects for Stage 5 electives.  
 
The Technology Evolution: Cyberspace Revolution unit of work for Stage 5 has been drawn from part of ‘The Modern 
World and Australia’ overview in the in History Years 7-10 Syllabus: 
 

• significant advances in technology, especially in communications, public health and living conditions across the 
world. 
 

It is envisaged that The Technology Evolution: Cyberspace Revolution will help students understand the key 
developments in the history of the internet, and the concept of an evolving technological landscape. Through a study of 
the history of the internet, students will gain an understanding of:  

• the nature of the internet   
• the impact of communication technologies on their lives  
• increasing global society. 

 

Learning Continuum from K-6 
This unit connects with the following outcomes K-6: 
• HT 1-3 (changing technology) 
• HT 2-3 (effects of world exploration) 
• HT 3-2 (different experiences) 
• HT 3-3 (change and continuity) 
• historical inquiry and communication. 
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Depth Study 6: developments in 20th and 21st century technology topic 
Technology evolution: the cyberspace revolution. 

 Suggested teaching time is about 27 lessons, and includes an overview. 

 Inquiry questions 
The unit focuses on the following key inquiry questions: 
• What were the developments of technology in the decades after World War II? 
• How was Australian society affected by technology during this period? 
• How did new ideas and developments contribute to change in this period?  
• What were/are the consequences of society’s developing an increased reliance on technology and the 

internet, during this period? 
• How was Australia affected by other significant global events and challenges in this period? 

Overview – the Modern World and Australia 
This topic is integrated within the overview The Modern World and Australia. It provides a context for the rapid 
advances in technology, especially in communications. The Depth Study investigates these developments and 
examines the impact of the changing technology in terms of shaping the modern world. The topic supports: 
 
• developments in technology, public health, longevity and standard of living during the development of the 

twentieth century, and concern for the environment and sustainability 
 

Outcomes  

HT5-2  sequences and explains the significant patterns of continuity and change in the   
development of the modern world and Australia 

HT5-4  explains and analyses the causes and effects of events and developments in 
the modern world and Australia 

HT5-6  uses relevant evidence from sources to support historical narratives, 
explanations and analyses of the modern world and Australia 

HT5-7  explains different contexts, perspectives and interpretations of the modern 
world and Australia 

HT5-10  selects and uses appropriate oral, written, visual and digital forms to 
communicate effectively about the past for different audiences 

 

Historical concepts 

Continuity and change 
• reasons for change and continuity in a particular historical context 
Cause and effect 
• intended and unintended causes and consequences of a particular historical event or 

development 
Perspectives 
• the reasons for different perspectives in a particular historical context 
Empathetic understanding 
• the actions, values, attitudes and motives of people in the context of the past 
Significance 
• the reasons why the importance of an event, development or individual may change over time 
Contestability 
• historical sources, events or issues may be interpreted differently by historians depending on their 
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perspectives and methods of inquiry. 

 
 

Historical skills 

• Chronology, terms and concepts 
 
• Analysis and use of sources 
 
• Research 
 
• Perspectives and interpretations 
 
• Empathetic understanding 
 
• Research / Explanation and communication 

 
 

History years 7-10 content 
descriptions 

Teaching strategy 

 Assessment: These activities require students to demonstrate 
their learning and are all considered assessment for learning 
activities. Some activities might be selected and included in a 
school assessment schedule for assessment of learning. 
 

Students: 
• outline the significant 

advances in technology post 
World War II with a focus on 
computing technology  
 

The nature of technology in the decades after World 
War II 

Task 1: Overview/survey task 

Skills Focus: Chronology, terms and concepts 
• Outline the impact of the main technological changes, 

over time, on everyday life including: 
• 1971 - first micro-processor  
• 1973 - first mobile phone technology 
• 1976 – first personal computer 
• 1977 – first successful gaming systems. 
 

• Create an interactive timeline of significant dates and 
events: 1945 to present day. The aim is to visually outline 
the changes. 

 
• Present the timeline in the form of an oral task – class 

based presentation. 
 
Teachers’ note: 
Use http://www.tiki-toki.com/ for interactive timelines  
Divide the class into chronological pairs or groups to complete 
the research, and construct a class timeline. 
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Include at least fifteen technological changes. 
 

Students:   
• assess the availability and 

impact of technology on 
everyday life in Australia 

• explain the impact of 
technology affordability on 
Australian society. 
 

Availability of technology in Australia 

Task 2: Examination of advertising material 

Skill Focus: Analysis and use of sources 
• Brainstorm how technology is used in everyday life 

including: 
• at home 
• at school 
• in society 

• Find five advertisements that encourage the purchase of 
technology from this year, and locate five advertisements 
from a decade or more ago. 

• Analyse the sources using the COMA method: Content 
/Origin/Motive/Audience code to analyse the differences in 
types of technology and affordability of computers. 

• Discuss the impact of technology affordability on society. 
 
Answer the following question:  
With reference to two sources, including advertisements, 
explain the availability and affordability of technology in 
Australia today compared with the previous decade. 
 

Students: 
• assess the impact of  

technology on everyday life in 
Australia. 

Technology and everyday life in Australia 

Task 3: Use of technology 

Skill Focus: Primary research 
 
• Keep a personal “tech diary” to record the time spent 

using technology in a one week period. In the diary record 
the: 
• type of technology used 
• programs engaged with  
• reasons/purpose behind the use. 

 
• Collate the data to create a “tech profile” of the class. 

Compare the class data to that from the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics:  
• Household Use of Information Technology, Australia, 

2010-11 
• Internet Activity, Australia, Dec 2011  
• Mobile handset subscribers 2011  

 
Teachers’ note: 
Compile the class data into an Excel spreadsheet. The “tech 
profile” can be used to compare with other class groups or 
used to create a year group’s “tech profile”. 
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Task 4: Oral History task/interview 

Skill Focus: Perspectives and interpretations 
Oral history comparative study 
 
• Interview one member of a student’s micro-world who is at 

least ten years older than the student.  
 

• Before the interview is conducted, develop five 
appropriate questions that would explore the 
significant advances in technology, especially 
communications, in their lifetime. 

• Complete the interview and record responses. 
• Analyse the information by comparing the students’ 

“tech diary” with responses from the interview 
• Presenting a comparison study of the results using 

one of the following forms: 
• PowerPoint presentation 
• video compilation of the interview 
• multimedia presentation, e.g. Prezi. 

 
Teachers’ note: 
This task directly relates to the “tech profile” that was created 
in Task 3. 

 
Students may be divided into groups based on the birth 
decade of the person they interviewed. Groups should collate 
anecdotes and individual experiences, and present a group 
response in chronological order. 

 
Students: 
 
• assess the impact of the 

internet in informing, expressing 
and challenging aspects of 
individuals’ lives through 
examples of:  

• information availability 

• globalisation and cultural 
imperialism 

• media consumption 

• access to popular culture. 

Internet technology and its influence on people 
and social, cultural, political and economic 
institutions 

Task 5: Case Study 

Skills Focus: Empathetic understanding 
  
• Research, discuss and describe the changes to 

individuals, families, the community and the world, as a 
result of the internet. Discussion points include: 
• access to information 
• online shopping 
• communication 
• social media 
• government 
• trade 
• conflict. 

 
• Create a visual poster which demonstrates the impact the 
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internet has had on people and the world on a variety of 
scales, using a variety of sources.  

 
• Class debate: “The internet has made the world a more 

equitable and transparent place”. 
 
 

  Task 6  Depth study – Research task 

Skills Focus: Research/Explanation and 
communication  

Class role play Q & A 
 
• Form four groups to prepare for a television discussion 

with a panel of four journalists and four people to be 
interviewed. One member of your group is to be selected 
as a journalist who will ask questions, and one is to be 
selected as a person of interest to be interviewed  
 

• As a group, research one major organisation and one 
significant individual within the organisation, with strong 
links to technology, including the internet.  

 
The person being interviewed could be: 

• A government minister who will account for the 
changing patterns of technology and government 
policy for all Australians 

• Julian Assange and his use of technology in Wikileaks 
• an Apple executive and the impact of the iPhone, iPad 

technology 
• Bill Gates and how technology has enhanced the lives 

of people in Africa and Asia 
• Mark Zuckerberg and the impact of Facebook, and 

other forms of social media on the lives of younger 
people. 
 

Gather evidence that could be used by your group member, 
who is appearing on the program, to support his/her 
perspective/arguments. The focus of the discussion is how 
they have used technology to support their work. 

 
• As a group, develop a series of questions for the allocated 

journalist to ask. 
 

• Proceed with the Q & A session, leaving time for audience 
questions at the end. 

 
References 
Books 
 
• Relevant teacher selected texts suitable for class.  
 
Suggested resources 
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Task 1 
 
The Internet Society  
 
Internet facts and figure  
 
Computer History Museum: Timeline of computer history 
 
Task 2 
 
Ads of the world  
 
Evolution of the mobile phone  
 
“Dead” Technology adverts  
 
15 Classic Tech Ads  
 
30 Vintage Technology Advertisements: 
 
Task 3 
 
Australian Bureau of Statistics 
 
Australian Government report into internet use by young people in Australia  
 

Growing Up in Australia: The Longitudinal Study of Australian Children – Annual report 2007-
2008 
 
Task 4 
 
Oral History Association of Australia 
 
Oral History techniques  
 
Oral History techniques 
 
Task 5 
 
Technology gap between the ‘rich and the poor’: 
 
OECD Report – gap between the ‘rich and the poor’  
 
Manufacturing – Internet revolution 
 
Internet Technology: ABC News site (cache of articles) 
 
Internet culture: ABC News site (cache of articles) 
 
Task 6 
 
Development of Apple 
 
History of Windows/Microsoft  
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http://www.internetsociety.org/internet/internet-51/facts-and-figures
http://www.computerhistory.org/
http://adsoftheworld.com/taxonomy/industry/electronics_technology
http://www.webdesignerdepot.com/2009/05/the-evolution-of-cell-phone-design-between-1983-2009/
http://brainz.org/12-dead-technology-advertisements/
http://www.pcmag.com/slideshow/story/265848/15-classic-tech-ads
http://www.techi.com/2010/04/30-vintage-technology-advertisements/
http://www.abs.gov.au/
http://www.acma.gov.au/webwr/_assets/main/lib310665/no1_internet_use_social_networking_young_people.pdf
http://www.aifs.gov.au/growingup/pubs/ar/ar200708/technology.html
http://www.aifs.gov.au/growingup/pubs/ar/ar200708/technology.html
http://www.ohaa.org.au/
http://dohistory.org/on_your_own/toolkit/oralHistory.html
http://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/index.php
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703922804576301154008155570.html
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/societygovernmentsmusttacklerecordgapbetweenrichandpoorsaysoecd.htm
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/26/business/ieconomy-apples-ipad-and-the-human-costs-for-workers-in-china.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.abc.net.au/news/topic/internet-technology
http://www.abc.net.au/news/topic/internet-culture
http://www.timetoast.com/timelines/the-development-of-apple
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows/history
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Bill Gates Part 1 

Bill Gates Part 2 

How Facebook Changed the World: The Arab Spring 

How Zuckerberg Changed the World 

15 Websites that Changed the Internet 

Product Development at Facebook 

Mark Zuckerberg Biography 

The Cyberphunk Revolutionary 

How Wikileaks has changed today’s media Wikileaks  

Wikileaks World Tomorrow 

Wikileaks: The Revolution has Begun 
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http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/news/exec/billg/
http://www.timetoast.com/timelines/bill-gates-contributions-to-community
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lnPR90dJ3Gk
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2010/12/16/how-mark-zuckerberg-changed-the-world-and-won-times-2010-person-of-the-world.html
http://www.hongkiat.com/blog/15-noteworthy-websites-that-changed-the-internet/
http://www.academicearth.org/lectures/product-development-at-facebook
http://www.biography.com/people/mark-zuckerberg-507402
http://www.windowworldnashville.net/How-Facebook-has-changed-the-World-Forever/B88.htm
http://www.themonthly.com.au/julian-assange-cypherpunk-revolutionary-robert-manne-3081
http://articles.cnn.com/2011-06-10/world/wikileaks.journalism_1_julian-assange-wikileaks-reuters-journalists?_s=PM:WORLD
http://www.guardian.co.uk/media/wikileaks
http://worldtomorrow.wikileaks.org/about.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2010/nov/29/the-revolution-will-be-digitised
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